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This examination paper consists of THREE sections (A, B and C). Students must 

answer ALL sections on a separate sheet of paper. The marks for each section 

appear between brackets.  

 

Section A: Read this passage carefully and then answer ALL the following 

questions in detail. 

 

Gender equality in Malta has increased particularly in the caring sector, whereas 

inequalities have increased in social activities. Women take on more responsibilities to 

care for their family. 42% of women care for and educate their family members for at 

least 1 hour per day, compared to 25% of men. This gender gap has decreased. Among 

women and men in a couple with children, women are much more involved in daily care 

activities (85%) than men (58%). 81% of women do cooking and housework every day 

for at least 1 hour, compared to only 37% of men — a gap which has narrowed slightly. 

The gender gap is wider among women and men in a couple with children, with 96% of 

women and 31% of men doing cooking and housework daily. Inequality in time-sharing 

at home extends only partially to social activities. Men are slightly more likely than 

women to participate in sporting, cultural and leisure activities outside the home (26% 

versus 25%). Participation in voluntary or charitable activities is also marginally higher 

for men than for women (11% and 10%, respectively). 

Adapted from: Gender Equality Index: Malta 2017, European Institute for Gender Equality p.2 

 

Questions: 

1.  Define the term gender inequality and give an example.  (3) 

2.  Explain by giving two examples why there is a difference in housework     

distribution among men and women. (4) 

3.  Define the term symmetrical family and give two examples. (4) 

4. What is the role of the National Commission for the Promotion of Equality     

(NCPE)? Mention two of its functions. (5) 

5.  Studies show that women have already increased their participation in education 

and work.  What can women do to increase their participation in sports and leisure 

activities? Give four examples.   (4) 

6.  Mention five ways of how men can help in the family so that women will have the 

opportunity to involve themselves in more social activities. (5) 

 (25 marks) 
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Section B: Read this passage carefully and then answer ALL the following 

questions in detail. 

 

Urbanisation in Europe is an ongoing phenomenon, both in terms of urban land 

expansion and increasing population share. While urban growth takes many forms 

across Europe, the line between the urban and the rural is blurring. Nowadays, peri-

urban space is increasing much faster than are traditional core cities. Environmental 

challenges and urbanisation opportunities are closely connected. Many cities struggle 

to cope with social, economic and environmental problems resulting from pressures 

such as overcrowding or decline, social inequity, pollution and traffic. On the other hand, 

the proximity of people, businesses and services provides opportunities to build a more 

resource-efficient Europe. Already, population density in cities means shorter journeys 

to work and services, and more walking, cycling or public transport use, while 

apartments in multi-family houses or blocks require less heating and less ground space 

per person. As a result, urban dwellers on average consume less energy and land per 

capita than do rural residents. 

Adapted from: European Environment Agency: https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/urban/intro 

 

Questions: 
 

1. Define the term population density. (2) 

2.  Why is it important to have a population census and when is this carried out? (3) 

3.  What is the difference between rural and urban areas? Explain and give an 

example for each. (4) 

4.  Define the term urbanisation. Name one advantage and one disadvantage of 

urbanisation. (4) 

5.  What is the difference between residential and commercial buildings?  

Give an example for each. (4) 

6.  Give four examples of factors that lead to urban development in Malta.  (4) 

7.  Explain the difference between internal migration and forced migration and give 

an example for each.  (4) 

(25 marks) 

 

Section C: Choose TWO from the following titles and write around 250-275 

words on each one of them. 

 

1.  It is important that youths participate in voluntary organisations. Discuss. 

2.  Define and discuss in detail the Welfare State. 

3.  Explain the role of the United Nations to promote world peace. 

4.  Discuss ways how we can reduce waste so as not to harm the environment.  

  (50 marks) 

Total: 100 marks 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/urban/intro

